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Question: I’m writing a term paper on the interplay between mass media and social 
phenomena, focusing on the last decade or so.  I’m particularly interested in how mass media 
has influenced social phenomena.   
 
Hello and thank you for your question to our Ask A Librarian service! 
 
As I understand it, you are looking for information from the last decade on media and social 
phenomena; in particular, how media may influence social phenomena.  I am happy to answer 
your question.   
 
To find relevant resources to help you with your research, I used the Sociological Abstracts 
(SocioFile for short) platform, which will help you find many relevant resources in the social 
science/sociology arena, as well as in natural history, arts and humanities, and technology.  It 
features abstracts from 2000 journals and searches dozens of databases.  Some articles do have 
full-text and many of those that do not are available via links through the University Library 
System.  Alternately, you can use the information provided in the citation to search PittCat via 
the University Library. 
 
The following are the citations for several articles relevant to your topic that I found using 
SocioFile: 
 

1) Cupchik, Gerald C. 2011.  The digitized self in the Internet Age.  Psychology of Aesthetics, 
Creativity, and the Arts 5(4): 318-328. 

 
2) Sheafer, Tamir. 2010. The spoiler effect: Framing attitudes and expectations toward 

peace.  Journal of Peace Research 47(2): 205-215.   
 

3) Arpan, Laura M. 2009. The effects of exemplification on perceptions of news credibility.  
Mass Communication & Society 12(3): 249-270.   

 
4) Wicks, Robert H.  2001. Understanding audience: Learning to use the media 

constructively.  Mahwah, NJ, US: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Publishers xv, pp. 241.  
 
I accessed SocioFile through the University Library System’s list of databases.  You can find this 
list by going to the ULS homepage (http://www.library.pitt.edu) and selecting “Find Articles” 
from the tabs on the left.  From there, under “Databases” you have the option of choosing “By 
Title” or “Grouped by Subject.”  Selecting “By Title” brings you to the A-Z list of databases.  
Select S and that brings you directly to the S databases; “Sociological Abstracts (SocioFile)” is 
about halfway down.  Select this from the list and it will connect you to the SocioFile database.  

http://www.library.pitt.edu/
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Alternately, you could choose “Grouped by Subject” and SocioFile is listed under Religious 
Studies and Sociology.   
 
If you are accessing the ULS off-campus, you will have to connect remotely via this link:  
 
https://sremote.pitt.edu 
 
Log-in using your Pitt username and password and select the Pitt University Library system.      
 
To help you learn how to use and navigate SocioFile, I have created a short tutorial video to 

show you how to conduct a search if you’d like to use it for further research in the future.  Here 

is the link for the instructional video: 

http://screencast.com/t/2RYL6QLe 

I hope this information will prove useful to you while writing your paper.  If you have any 

further questions or need clarification, please contact us again.  Thank you for using Ask A 

Librarian and have a good day! 

Alexis Stapp 
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