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We are students in the Masters of Library and Information Science program at the University of 
Pittsburgh.  Our group, Pitt’s Student Chapter of the American Library Association (Pitt SCALA), is 
organizing an event to be held at the CLP LYNCS location in the Pittsburgh Public Market on April 1.  The 
event is the International Edible Book Festival, where participants are invited to use food to create their 
favorite literary works.  As stated by Books2eat, the sponsoring organization, “This festival is a 
celebration of the ingestion of culture and a way to concretely share a book; it is also a deeper reflection 
on our attachment to food and our cultural differences.”    
 
During the festival, we are raising money for Book ‘Em, a local volunteer-driven non-profit organization 
that sends free educational books and reading materials to prisoners in Pennsylvania and across the 
country.  We will be having a contest during the festival, where through donations to Book ‘Em, people 
will be able to vote for their favorite creation.  The donations can be any amount and will earn the 
visitor a raffle ticket.  At the end of the festival, we will announce the winner of the contest based on 
how much money they’ve received for Book ‘Em, as well as a raffle prize winner, with one prize each for 
the raffle winner and the contest winner.   
 
To that end, we are soliciting donations from the vendors in the Pittsburgh Public Market, meaning YOU!  
We’d like to put together a basket for each prize to represent the great local businesses in the Market 
and are seeking contributions of any kind, be they gift cards or samples of your wares.  If your business 
is interested in donating to our project, we would greatly appreciate it.  All donations would be 
recognized at the Festival with a poster, as well as on our webpage for the festival: 
greatlistbakeoff.tumblr.com.  You would also be welcome to include whatever marketing materials your 
vendor has, such as brochures, business cards, or flyers, and of course, welcome to check out the 
creations as well!  
 
Our goal is to provide a great festival dedicated to the celebration of literature and food for all the 
participants, visitors to PPM, and the shops in PPM, as well as raising money for an organization that 
provides books to prisoners who may not otherwise have access to them.  We hope that you will 
consider our request and if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to e-mail or call Alexis Stapp, SCALA 
President: astapp@gmail.com or 612-964-5203.  Thank you in advance for your consideration and 
support.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Pitt SCALA  


